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Section 1 Introduction
Report summary

Study area location

The results of an archaeological assessment at
Harold's Bridge Court, Harold's Cross, County
Dublin are presented in this report. The assessment outlines an examination of the
archaeological, historical and cartographic background of the study area and surrounding
environment. It also details the findings of a
site inspection.

The study area is located in Harold's Bridge
Court, Harold’s Cross, Dublin 6W. Harold’s
Cross is situated north of Rathgar and Terenure, west of Rathmines and Ranelagh and east
of Crumlin. The study area sits on the northern
perimeter of Harold’s Cross, just off the southwestern corner of the junction formed by the
Robert Emmet Bridge, Parnell Road, Grove
Road and Harold’s Cross Road. The study area
occupies the land between Greenmount Lane in
the west, to Harolds’ Cross Road in the east
(approximately 5,356m²). It stretches across two
townlands: Cherry Orchard and Harold's Cross.
It is within the civil parishes of St Nicholas
Without in the east and St Catherine's to the
west.

Based on the findings of this assessment, it is
recommended that all groundworks conducted
within the study area be subject to archaeological monitoring. In addition, a programme of
testing at three locations within the study area
may be beneficial to ascertain the presence of
medieval and industrial archaeological material.

Outline of the study area in Harold's Cross, proposed development outline from planning application 1902 - PS.05
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Close-up of the site outline at Harold's Bridge Court

Proposed development
It is proposed to construct a mixed-use development on the land that occupies Harold’s
Bridge Court at Harold’s Cross Road and
Greenmount Lane. The proposed development
seeks the construction of 194 numbered dwellings consisting of studio, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom
apartments. These will be placed within 4 2-9
storied blocks (labelled A-D). The grounds will
also include one commercial/retail unit at the
ground level of block A, a creche at the ground
level of block C, and 22 work studios at the
ground level of block D. The development
would see the demolition of all existing structures within the study area. The specifics of
these structures are listed in the Planning Report and Statement of Consistency.

DCC development plan
The Dublin City Council development plan
2022-2028 (DCCDP) establishes the policies
and aims for the improvement of the county
within the plan’s timeframe. It seeks to expand
and improve upon social, environmental, economic and cultural assets of the city. A number

of policies and aims have been outlined under
the parameters of protection and development
with regards to archaeological heritage. All
works are subject to The National Monuments
Acts 1930-2004, which aim to protect archaeological sites, artefacts, monuments and
shipwrecks listed under the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP).
The city of Dublin has a rich archaeological
heritage. The DCCDP outlines a number of
policies in order to protect recorded sites and
features of historical and archaeological importance in the Record of Monuments and Places
(RMP) (BHA26). This includes the preservation
of archaeological material in situ, or by record
when this is not applicable (BHA26.2 &
BHA26.3). Where a site is larger than 0.5 hectares, or falls within a zone of archaeological
interest, an archaeological assessment must be
provided (BHA 6.4). In addition, the plan aims
to preserve and promote built heritage, and to
support the in situ presentation of archaeological finds within new developments (BHA019).
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Section 2 Archaeological Background
Recorded monuments
The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP)
was founded under the National Monuments
Act 1994 Amendment. Features, structures, sites
or objects listed within the records are known as
Recorded Monuments. A set of maps which accompany the RMP files outline zones of
archaeological potential surrounding listed
monuments. The RMP files are one of the
primary repositories of information on the archaeological record.
The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP)
comprise the following elements: (i) Letter or
letters indicating county (DU=Dublin); (ii) A
three digit number indicating the relevant Ordnance Survey six inch sheet number (e.g. 010);
(iii) A three to six digit number indicating the

dedicated number of the individual site or
monument. The Archive Unit of the National
Monuments Section of the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
holds a file for every site listed on the RMP.
The study area is located just north of the Harold’s Cross settlement (DU018-050), adjacent to
The Green Mount Mills (DU018-048001) and
across the canal from the non-extant site of
Donor Castle (DU018-047001). To the south
within the town monument files for a maypole
(DU018-05001-), a watermill (DU018-05002-), a
watercourse (DU018-043004) and a gallows
(DU018-050004) are present. These files were
examined as a radius of 600m from the study
area was used in order to establish nearby
RMPs.

Map depicting the Records of Monuments and Places surrounding the study area
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RMP

Feature

DU018-047001DU018-050001DU018-050004DU018-050002DU018-049----

Castle - unidentified
Maypole
Gallows
Water Mill
Mount Jerome House

DU018-050DU018-048001DU018-043004-

Harold's Cross Settlement
The Green Mount Mills
Watercourse

Townland

Harold's Cross West
Harold's Cross
Harold's Cross West/
Mount Jerome
St Catherine's
Harold's Cross West
Harold's Cross West
Harold's Cross West
Mount Jerome

Distance

0m
220m
300m
470m
530m
530m
570m
700m

Recorded monuments within 700m of the study area

Harold’s Cross Settlement (DU018-050-)
The date of the foundation of a settlement at
Harold’s Cross is unknown. The area has been
on an important route to Rathfarnham since
perhaps the early medieval period. The first
mention of a nucleated settlement at Harold’s
Cross comes in the eighteenth century, when
the area is the site of two public houses and a
number of mills (Ball 1906, 151). It is likely that
a settlement in Harold’s Cross came into being

between the mid-seventeenth century when the
Civil Survey was compiled (it makes no mention
of a settlement in Harold’s Cross) and the
eighteenth century (Simington 1945, 381).

The Green Mount Mills (DU018-048001-)
The mill is located 180m west of the study area
in the Greenmount Industrial Estate (modern
name). It is depicted in the 25 inch ordnance
survey map (1913) as the ‘Greenmount Spin-

The Green Mount Mills in the 1950s - Curtis 1998, 154
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The Harold’s Laundry Company and Carpet Cleaning Works - Curtis 1998, 152

ning Factory’. The mill appears to have expanded considerably between 1838 and 1913, as
demonstrated on the 6 inch and 25 inch ordnance survey maps respectively. The weaving
factory (named as such on the Cassini 6 inch
map) contained two mill ponds and two sluices,
situated either side of Greenmount Avenue.
There appears to be little disparity between the
Green Mount Mills and a supposed mill located
140m southeast (DU018-048002). An examination of the RMP files using the ordnance survey
maps suggests that it was assigned to the southern mill pond, which was erroneously assumed
to be part of a second, separate mill. The mill
ponds were fed by the River Poddle through an
underground culvert. The Green Mount Mills
play a fundamental role in the history of the
study area and Harold’s Cross as a whole. Thus,
it will be discussed further in section 3.

Maypole (DU018-050001-)
A maypole is depicted as existing at the centre
of the southwestern portion of Harold’s Cross
park in the 6 inch ordnance survey map. The

existence of a maypole in Harold’s Cross is profound as they are incredibly rare in Ireland. The
maypole in Holywood, County Down is situated
at the crossroads of Main Street at the heart of
the town. It is the only extant maypole in Ireland to date (Stevens 1951, 102). Wilde (1836)
states that two maypoles were erected outside
of Dublin city, one in Harold’s Cross and the
other in Finglas. The pole depicted on the 6
inch ordnance survey map appears to have been
a later rendition of the original structure.
Hopkins (2003, 119) describes the original settlers of Harold’s Cross as ‘squatters; they built
mud cabins and raised pigs, chickens and goats.
There was also a maypole on the green and
maidens of the village danced around it at summertime’. The maypole was replaced in 1836 by
the publicans of the village, after the original
fell into decay (Wilde 1838). Wilde goes on to
describe the publicans as having ‘decorated it,
and gave a number of prizes, in order to collect
an assemblage of the people, by restoring the
ancient festivities’.
5

Water mill (DU018-050002-)
The location of this RMP appears to be incorrect. It is currently placed at the centre of
Harold’s Cross Park, adjacent to the maypole
(DU018-050001). The record also does not
name the mill, which operated as ‘Peter
Murphy’s Flour Mill’, from at least 1787 until
1896 (Curtis 2004, 150; the mill is depicted on
Lord Meath’s map of 1787). The mill was purchased in 1896 and converted into a laundry, the
Harold's Laundry Company and Carpet Cleaning Works. In the present day the laundry has
been converted into apartments.
Watercourse (DU018-043004-)
This record refers to the controlling of the
River Poddle at Peter Murphy’s Flour Mill
(DU018-050002). It is not labelled in the first
edition of the ordnance survey map, which does
list the mill. The associated features of the mill:
the filter beds, overflow, and a sluice are depicted in the later 25 inch ordnance survey map.
Gallows (DU018-050004-)
A record of a gallows is placed as once existing
at the centre of Harold’s Cross Park. The gallows ties in directly with the history of Harold’s
Cross as a whole. One suggestion for the etymology of the suburb's name is that it stems
from a 14th century Archbishop’s placement of
a gallows at Dublin’s border to ward off wild
men (Butler 1981, 122).
Ball (1906, 149) states that ‘the Archbishop of
Dublin… warned the Harolds, the wild guardians of the border of the Pale near Whitechurch,
that they must not encroach… If by any chance
one of the border men dared to intrude he
found at Harold’s Cross a rude reminder of the
power of the Archbishop’s court, for it was a
place of execution… and a gallows which stood
there warned the wrong-doer of the fate that
might attend him’. The conduction of executions became synonymous with Harold’s Cross,
as it was the executing grounds for the city of
Dublin until the 18th century (Somerville-Large
1988, 68). The gallows were later replaced with
a maypole (DU018-050001), a stark contrast to
the once ominous monument.

Mount Jerome House (DU018-049—-)
Ball (1906, 150) states that the lands of Mount

The control of the River Poddle, adjacent to Peter
Murphy's Flour Mill

Jerome had been occupied by a substantial
house owned by the Earl of Meath by the early
18th century. The house likely dates to 1710,
and is attributed to Reverend Stephen Jerome,
who acted as the vicar of St. Kevin’s Parish in
the 1650’s (Curtis 1998, 16). The house was
purchased by Robert Shaw of the General
Cemetery Company of Dublin in 1834, who
turned the grounds of Mount Jerome into a
prominent cemetery (Langtry 1997, 5; Vivien
2001, 172). The 18th century house was later
incorporated into a set of new structures adjacent to the Victorian chapel. No file in the
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
exists for Mount Jerome House.

Castle - unidentified (DU018-047001-)
The site of an unidentified non-extant castle is
located 470m to the northwest of the study
area. The first edition ordnance survey (1838)
lists this area as the site of Donore Castle,
however it is shown likely beneath a later cotton
factory. The castle is listed in Archbishop John
Alen’s register within a medieval borough of
Dublin for the year 1228 (Martin 1981, 40).
6

ID

1874:95
1971:913
1959:752

Address

19 Harold's Cross Road
Harold's Cross East
Tivoli Avenue, Harold's Cross

Topographical File

Stone axehead
Bronze palstave
Copper-alloy axehead

Distance

40m
880m
1.05km

Topographical files within 1.05km of the study area

There are no extant remains of the castle in the
present day.

Topographical files
In compiling this report the files of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) were consulted.
These contain information on the archaeological artefacts in the collections of the NMI and
the discovery locations of those artefacts. No
topographical files are listed within the study
area. Thus, it is necessary to examine the region
surrounding the study area in order to establish
a concise historical narrative. Three files are
noted within 500m of the study area.

Stone axehead (1874:95)
A stone axehead (NMI reg. No. 1874:95) was
found in a garden at 19 Harold’s Cross Road,
four feet under the surface. The axehead was
made from dark grey stone and is damaged at
the one end.

Copper-alloy axehead (1959:752)
A copper-alloy (bronze) axehead (NMI reg.
1959:752) was found in a heap of rubbish in a
lane off Tivoli Avenue, Harold’s Cross. This
copper-alloy axehead has side-flanges and a
stop-ridge. The stop-ridge is parallel to the cutting edge which splays wide from narrow edges.
On the broad face of the axehead there are four
shallow grooves, close together and parallel to
the cutting edges, about 3.5cm from it. Each
narrow edge has a central flat strip from butt to
cutting edge, flanked by two faceted strips. The
axehead is 13.5cm in length, 6.7cm in width at
the cutting edge and 2.85cm wide at the butt.
Bronze palstave (1971:913)
A bronze palstave (NMI reg. No. 1971:913) was
found in the surface of garden soil at Haroldscross East. This bronze palstave has high-cast
side-flanges and a stop-ridge forming a deep
socket on either side of the butt on each broad
face. The sides of the palstave are straight. At
7

the stop-ridge they begin to splay outwards to
produce a crescentic symmetrical cutting edge.
The palstave is 16.2cm in width, 7.4 cm wide at
the cutting edge and 2.6cm wide at the butt.

dertaken in 2003. No archaeological material
was identified, possibly due to the extensive disturbance caused by the installation and removal
of the earlier fuel tanks.

Previous excavations

Griffith Barracks (03E0921)
An assessment was conducted during works at
Griffith Barracks on a large proposed development site. The monitoring identified 19th
century office quarters associated with the earlier penitentiary, dating to 1813.

The primary source of information on licensed
excavations in Ireland in the last decades are the
volumes of the Excavations Bulletins series and
their online version, the Excavations database
(www.excavations.ie). While no excavations have
taken place directly within the study area, a
number of works have been carried out in the
near vicinity. For the purposes of this report a
radius of 500m will be used for examining prior
excavations.

18 Parnell Road (14E0372)
Monitoring took place at 18 Parnell Road, 70m
northwest of the study area. Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered during the
works.
25 Parnell Road (03E0939)
An archaeological monitoring programme associated with the redevelopment of a Shell service
station at 25 Parnell Rd, Harold’s Cross, was un-

The Passionist Congregation (08E0738)
An archaeological assessment was conducted at
a proposed development site (a new monastery)
on the grounds of St Paul’s Retreat, Mount Argus, Harold’s Cross. The works uncovered a
number of 19-20th century linear features likely
relating to garden landscaping. No archaeological evidence was uncovered during excavation.
Our Lady’s Hospice (06E0314 & 15E0333)
Monitoring took place at Our Lady’s Hospice
100m southwest of the study area on two separate occasions. Nothing of archaeological
significance was uncovered during either of the
works.

Previous excavations near the study area
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Licence

14E0372
03E0939
03E0921
08E0738
06E0314
16E0625
15E0333
02E0724

Address

18 Parnell Road
25 Parnell Road
Griffith Barracks
The Passionist Congregation
Our Lady's Hospice
Griffith Barracks
Our Lady's Hospice
Weaver's Square

Findings

Non-archaeological
Non-archaeological
19th century office quarters
19th-20th century linear features
Non-archaeological
Non-archaeological
Non-archaeological
Red-brick and concrete foundations

Distance

110m
130m
130m
170m
200m
240m
260m
350m

Previous archaeological excavations that presented archaeological material within 350m of the study area

Griffith Barracks Multi-Denominational
School (16E0625)
Monitoring took place during the reduction of
ground level at a site in Griffith Barracks. Nothing of archaeological significance was
uncovered during the works.
Weaver’s Square (02E0724)
Monitoring took place during works at Weaver’s
Square, which identified red-brick and concrete
foundations and red-brick rubble. In addition a
wooden water pipe and barrel were identified in
situ.

Industrial heritage
The industrial period in Ireland is generally accepted to date between 1750 and 1930 (Rynne
2006). The period came with an entirely new
economic and social experience. Ireland,
however, was generally incapable of reaching
the degree of industrialisation seen in the
United Kingdom or the rest of Europe (Ulster
Historical Foundation 2021). Ireland as a whole
remained an agricultural economy catering to its
own growing population and the ever-increasing
demands of the British market. Consequently,

The industrial heritage surrounding the study area
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The Greenmount Oil Works with the Green Mount Mills in the background, with the site outline roughly depicted, from
Curtis 1998

the majority of industrial activity was centred in
cities and large port towns. The history of Harold’s Cross, as will be demonstrated in section 3,
is primarily occupied with the construction of
mills along the River Poddle. An examination of
industrial heritage sites in Harold’s Cross will be
provided as part of this assessment. A radius of
500m from the study area was used.

Greenmount Oil Works
The Greenmount Oil Company was founded in
northern Harold’s Cross, 200m south of Robert
Emmet Bridge. The works are mostly famous
for Louis le Brocquy, a prominent Irish artist.
Le Brocquy’s father Albert le Brocquy founded
the company on the 1st of September 1905 (solocheck.ie 2007). The Greenmount Oil Works
are of particular note as they border the study
area on its southern edge. Satellite imagery
demonstrates that the works had been levelled
entirely and replaced with modern apartments
and office spaces.
The Green Mount Mills
The Green Mount Mills, also known as the
Greenmount & Boyne Weaving Manufactory,
has already been discussed in depth earlier in
this assessment. The history of the mills is notable as it borders the study area on its western
side, across the road in Greenmount Lane. Ad-

ditionally, it pairs with the Greenmount Oil
Works by encapsulating the study area on its
western and southern sides. A detailed history
of the mills will be provided in section 3.

Rope walk
A rope walk appears approximately 400m west
of the Robert Emmet Bridge, opposite the
Grand Canal in cartographic sources from the
beginning of the 20th century (1912 Dublin
City Map, 1912 Black’s Guide to Dublin, South
City 12 inch/mile, among others). The rope
walk appears to have fallen out of use by 1937,
as the ordnance survey map of that year
demonstrates that domestic structures had been
constructed over the original remains of the
rope walk.
Tramway
A tramway is depicted as running through Harold’s Cross on its easern side. In the present day
the tramway remains have been levelled and resurfaced, and is consequently non-extant. The
tramway was constructed in 1876 by Dublin
City Tramways (DCT), which serviced Rathfarnham via Camden Street, South Circular
Road, and Harold’s Cross. The trams at this location went out of service in 1959
(askaboutireland.ie 2022).
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The Robert Emmet Bridge spanning the Grand Canal north of
Harold's Cross

Robert Emmet Bridge
The Robert Emmet Bridge is a single-span
rendered road bridge constructed originally in
1803. The bridge in present day dates to a rebuilding and renovation of the bridge in 1938.
It spans the Grand Canal at Harold’s Cross,

south of Upper Clanbrassil Street. The bridge is
of a painted concrete render with rubble masonry quadrant walls (NIAH 2014). A plaque
dedicated to Robert Emmet is dated to 1938,
with an inclusion of the date 1803, nodding
back to the bridge’s original construction.

Aerial imagery of the study area, with outline
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Section 3 History and Cartography
Introduction
There are very limited sources for the medieval
occupation of Harold’s Cross. The majority of
the secondary sources available for Harold’s
Cross history focus primarily on the industrial
development of the lands surrounding the River
Poddle from the 18th century onwards. The
earliest reference to occupation comes from
Lewis (1837), who refers to ‘ancient’ conflicts
between the settlers of Harold’s Cross and the
Danes. However, it is unclear as to where Lewis
retrieved his information from.
It seems likely that a small borough grew in the
area surrounding Harold’s Cross Park. The triangular plot of land, still present today, was
commanage, with many locals using the area for
grazing cattle, pigs, goats and donkeys (Curtis
2004, 25). It is notable that the area was still be-

ing used in this manner until at least 1906. Ball
(1906,149) refers to the recent refurbishment of
‘a bare and unattractive common into a public
garden’. The park would continue as a focal
point in the community of Harold’s Cross, as it
would become the grounds of the Archbishop’s
gallows, and later a place of celebration with the
erection of a maypole.
It is unclear as to what specifically gave Harold’s
Cross its name. A common misconception is
that it refers to the cross displayed at the top of
Harold’s Cross Park. This is provably false,
however, as the monument dates to 1954 and
commemorates those who served in the 1916
rising (southdublinlibraries.ie 2006). The origins
of the name ‘Harold’s Cross’ link directly into
the fabric of how the suburb developed under
British oppression. The area that is now Harold’s Cross was at one point a liminal space

The study area over the 6-inch ordnance survey map
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The study area over the 25-inch ordnance survey map

outside of the lands owned by the Archbishop
of Dublin (Curtis 1998, 1).
This area southwards belonged to the Harold
Clan, considered to be ‘wild guardians’ at the
border of the Pale (Ball 1906, 149). It is unclear
as to whether a physical cross stood at this location, although some sources suggest that one
may have (Ball 1906, 149; Curtis 1998, 1; Curtis
2004, 7). It is certain, however, that a gallows
was erected and maintained by the Archbishop
of Dublin from the 14th century onward (Ball
1906, 149). The gallows, as has been discussed
in the previous section, stood as a reminder to
those that ventured into the Archbishop’s lands
to not cause problems.
Part of the study area falls within the townland
of Cherry Orhard. The archives at logainm.ie
state that 'the lands of Cherry Orchard [are]
part of the lands of Ballyfermount containing
nineteen acres or thereabouts... bounded as follows... on the north partly by Mr. Wilkinson's
holding and partly by the lands of Ballyfermount Castle'. This likely refers to the
unidentified castle (DU018-047001-) referred to
as Donore Castle and listed in Archbishop
Alen's register.

It is apparent when examining the cartographic
sources that Harold’s Cross was often understood as existing outside of Dublin’s
boundaries. A large portion of early maps place
the furthest extent of Dublin city roughly at the
point of what would later become the Grand
Canal (see 1776 Plan of Dublin, 1787 Dublin
City by Rocque & Scalé, or 1797 Dublin City).
The Down Survey maps (1654-1658) label the
area of Harold’s Cross as ‘unfortified lands’ in
the Parish of St Kevin. This enforces the understanding of Harold’s Cross as a liminal space
between the ‘civilised’ city and the wilder country. John Rocque’s wider plans of Dublin and
surrounding counties are far more useful in establishing the occupation of Harold’s Cross in
the 18th century. His 1757 Dublin City South
West map portrays Harold’s Cross as lush with
orchards. A number of dwellings dot the sides
of the road southwards toward Rathfarnham.
Rocque’s 1760 Dublin City South East map,
however, affords far more detail and demonstrates that the area was better settled than
previously shown.
Harold’s Cross sits at a higher altitude than the
city of Dublin. Being outside of the city limits,
it was considered to be lush land with clean air
13

and was promptly settled by wealthy families on
small hillocks called ‘mounts’ (Ball 1906, 150).
Rocque’s 1760 map depicts the large manor of
Mount Jerome, constructed in 1710 (discussed
in the previous section). The map also shows
the first industrial feature to appear in Harold’s
Cross, on the site of what would later be Peter
Murphy’s Flour Mill.

The study area
It has been shown that the historical background of Harold’s Cross, and in turn the study
area, is deeply entwined in the industrial period
in Ireland (1750-1930). The River Poddle became the focal point of a number of mills
stretching from the Richmond Penitentiary in
the north to Mount Argus in the south (and
beyond to Kimmage). The following is a detailed account of the industrial complexes that
existed (and partially still exist) within and surrounding the study area.
Possibly the most prominent feature in the vicinity of the study area, the Green Mount Mills,

were constructed over the remains of an earlier
mill in 1860 (NIAH 2013). The first evidence
of a mill at the site of Green Mount Mills appears in 1691 after George Spence erected a
corn mill of wooden construction (Curtis 2004,
20). This mill remained in production until
1808, when James Greenham established a new,
L-shaped cotton mill over the original mill's remains (Curtis 1998, 55). Greenham often did
business with merchants Thomas and Jonathan
Pim, who took over the business after Greenham went bankrupt in 1814.
Pim Brother’s and Co. expanded the mill in
1864, with the construction of a four story decorative red and yellow brick structure in a
Flemish bond, with prominent red brick quoins
(NIAH 2013). Lewis (1837) describes the mill as
‘employing 150 persons… the machinery of the
mills is driven by a steam-engine of 25 and a
water wheel of 20-horse power, giving motion
to 100 power-looms and 6000 spindles; there is
also a paper-mill and a flour-mill’. An 1876
Trade Directory lists the primary produce of
the mills as bedsheets, table-cloths and white

Griffith’s Valuation map of the study area
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Ownership of The Green Mount Mills by Jonathan Pim, Esq. Note that the immediate lessor is the Earl of Meath, who
resided in Jerome House to the south

Ownership of the worker’s cottages west of the study area

linen to be exported to India (Curtis 1998, 56).
In the 1920’s the Green Mount Mills amalgamated with Drogheda’s Boyne Weaving Company.
The company manufactured linen products under the company name ‘The Greenmount and
Boyne Linen Company’ until the 1960s. A transcript of a debate in Dáil Éireann discusses
compensation to be paid to employees of the
mills after they suddenly announced their closure in 1965 (oireactas.ie, accessed 18/05/2022).
The mills have since become refurbished into
office spaces.
The Greenmount Oil Company used to border
the southern side of the study area. The compound originally consisted of a number of long
warehouses, a large complex of yellow-brick
multistoried rectangular structures, and two
stacks. The company spanned the area between
Harold’s Park Road and Limekiln Lane to the
west. Satellite imagery demonstrates that none
of the original structures are extant in the

present day. A large warehouse on the eastern
side of Greenmount Lane is still extant,
however it is unclear as to whether this originally belonged to the oil works.
The land that forms the northern portion of
the study area appears as a cherry orchard from
the earliest renditions of maps of Harold’s
Cross. This is best expressed in the 6-inch
(1838) and the 25-inch (1913) ordnance survey
maps, which show little development in this
portion of the study area between them. The
Down Survey map (1654-1658) states that ‘the
qualitie of the soyle is generally verry good arable meadow and pasture with underwood’, a
trait that was clearly exploited and is evident in
Rocque’s map (1760). The structures that exist
within the boundaries of the cherry orchard in
the present day are modern and are not of archaeological consideration.
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The site outline over the Ortho 1995 map
The site outline over the Ortho 2000 map
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The site outline over the Ortho 2005 map

Harold's Cross on the 1655 William Petty map, note Riper's Rest, with the junction around Harold's Cross Park
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Site outline roughly placed over the Rocque map, although it is unclear as to the accuracy of the map

The site outline over the Dublin Environs map (1837)
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Section 4 Site Inspection
Introduction
The site was inspected on 26/05/2022 as part
of this assessment. It was the primary objective
of the inspection to analyse the grounds of the
study area and identify any extant archaeological
remains outlined in the previous sections. In addition, a wider assessment of Harold’s Cross
was conducted to establish its historical impact
on the study area. The site visit was split into
four components: Harold’s Cross Park, the
River Poddle, the mills, and the study area.

Harold’s Cross Park
The historical importance of Harold’s Cross
Park has already been outlined in detail in this
assessment. It was used as a place of execution,
celebration, and as a commons in its extensive
history. The social significance of the park is
still alive in the present day. It is now a place of
commemoration, liveliness, and retains a natural
beauty within the concrete landscape of south
Dublin.
The park runs approximately NE/SW and divides the roads to Kimmage in the west and
Terenure in the south. It gently slopes to the
north, into Dublin city. The higher altitude of
Harold’s Cross was an appeal to wealthy
landowners from at least the 18th century onwards (discussed in section 3). The site
inspection sought to identify a possible candidate for the placement of the gallows and
maypole.
Two possible placements were noted. The location of the commemorative cross at the front
of the park looks toward Dublin City, in addition to much of Harold’s Cross’s occupied
areas. The second candidate was at the centre of
the widest part of the park, in the south. This
would afford a better view for public executions, a possible desire as these events were

The Harold’s Cross 1916 memorial

meant to act as a deterrent to the native Irish
(Ball 1906, 149). These two locations may be of
interest, as the park's shape has changed little
since the earliest cartographic sources.

The River Poddle
An examination of the River Poddle was conducted as part of the site visit. The course of
the river was drastically altered after Harold’s
Cross became industrialised from the 18th century onward. Rocque’s 1760 Dublin City South
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The centre of Harold’s Cross Park

Movement of the River Poddle through an underground culvert

East map depicts the original course of the river
from north to south. The ordnance survey
maps demonstrate that the river was developed
for use in industrial activity such as milling. This
is most evident in two locations in Harold’s
Cross. The river was directed to The Green
Mount Mills via an underground culvert (shown
on the 6-inch map). This ran southeast into a
mill pond, then south toward a separate mill
pond across from Greenmount Avenue. The
river then runs south toward Mount Jerome into
a water mill (DU018-050002-; later a laundry).
The history of the River Poddle defines settlement at Harold’s Cross. The natural course of
the river was untouched until industrialisation
completely altered the fabric of the suburb. In
the present day the river is directed through the
same culverts and walls constructed from the
18th century onward. It closely resembles the
red-brick Victorian structures scattered
throughout Harold’s Cross.

Caption: The River Poddle being directed
through culverts on Mt. Argus Road
The mills
The mills that once operated in the direct vicinity of the study are possibly the most important
component of the site inspection. It has been
shown throughout this assessment that the
study area comprised mostly orchards prior to
the industrial period. In the 18th century the
majority of the land still stood empty. Only a
few small structures were erected during this
period, with the most activity being undertaken
to the west with the construction of The Green
20

The Green Mount Mills structure west of the study area

Mount Mills. The 20th century saw the construction of the Greenmount Oil Works, which
incorporated part of the southern portion of
the study area. To accommodate the workers of
the mills/works a number of cottages were built
along Limekiln Lane, Greenmount Court,
Greenmount Square, and Hatters Lane.
The Green Mount Mills west of the study area
are partially extant, with a single structure from
the later rendition of the mill in use in the
present day. The structure is depicted in a number of early photographs, shown in section 2 of
this report. The mill tower and most other associated structures are no longer extant.
Alterations have been made to the building in
order to transform it into modern office spaces.
This includes the entrance, which has been redesigned to fit modern doors.

long to the mill complex. It is a two storey
structure with a clear separation between floors
in the brickwork. The architectural style of the
building closely resembles the larger mill building it is adjacent to. It has modernised windows
and doors.
Although not part of the milling structures, the
cottages and homes constructed surrounding
the study area should be taken note of. It is unclear as to the exact construction date of the
cottages, however, it can be assumed from cartographic evidence that they began construction
prior to the development of the first edition
ordnance survey map (1838) and were heavily
expanded upon prior to the 25-inch ordnance
survey map (1913). A large majority of these are
still in use as homes today.

A second structure to the north may also be21

The entrance to the Green Mount Mills structure

The staircase in the Green Mount Mills structure

A possible second mill structure
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The study area
Previously in this assessment the study area was
separated into three distinct zones for study as
they have exhibited different historical influences. The northern portion was primarily used
as orchard space, and remained empty until the
recent past. The southern portion contained the
Greenmount Oil Works, which was entirely demolished in the 20th century. During the site
inspection it was noted that only modern apartment blocks stand in the area that oil works
once occupied within the study area.
An examination of the green space within the
grounds of the study area showed a high degree
of subsurface disturbance. The grass was patchy
at points, which had clay piping, 20th century
pottery, and fragmented bricks within the soil. It
is unclear as to whether the disturbance was
caused by recent testing.

The western portion of the study area comprises the grounds of a yard, two sheds, and a
large warehouse. The northern side of the
warehouse has the faded outline of ‘Morris
Commercial: Get Your Petrol… - W.F. Poole &
Co.”. The warehouse acted as an automotive assembly plant
from at least 1936, when it
traded under Morris Commercial. In 1954 it
merged with Booth Bros. to become Booth
Poole & Company. The company is listed by
oireachtas.ie in a statement by the Minister for
Industry and Commerce in 1964 as a producer
of trailer caravans. It is not definitive that the
warehouse was used for assembly or storage, as
a 1936 advertisement lists an address for the
company at Westland Row.
The grounds of the warehouse include a yard,
accessed by a black gate with an entrance of
5.3m wide. The yard has a concrete floor and 6
sheds for storage. These structures date to the

The modern apartments within the study area

23

View of the Morris Commercial, W.F. Poole & Co advertisement on the warehouse

The modern ceramic and piping from the disturbance at
the green space

20th century.

The surface disturbance where the modern ceramic and
piping was found
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W.F. Poole & Coe, Morris Commercial advertisement from Bacon Shops Ltd Christmas 1936

View of the yard at Greenmount Lane with the storage sheds
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Section 5 Archaeological Impact Assessment
Archaeological potential
In order to establish any archaeological potential it is crucial to analyse the archaeological,
historical, and cartographic evidence for occupation within the study area. The study area can
be clearly separated into three distinct zones of
archaeological potential. The western zone is influenced by industrial activity caused by the
Greenmount & Boyne Weaving Manufactory

(DU01422 & DU01423) and the controlling of
the River Poddle to serve these mills through
sluices and mill ponds (DU01412). The southern portion of the study area is primarily
focused on the 19th century oil works that existed there into the second half of the 20th
century. The northern section of the study area
has been most empty since the earliest cartographic sources.

The archaeological receptors of the study area

Ref

AR1
AR2
AR3
AR4
AR5
AR6

Type

Medieval orchard level
Pre-medieval occupation levels
Mill cottage foundations
Mill related structures
Oil works foundation
Townland and parish boundary

Significance
High
Moderate
Moderate
High
High
High

Presence Chance
Moderate
High
High
High
Low
High

Survival Chance

Low
High
High
High
Low
High

26

The archaeological impact of the proposed works

The study area does not contain any sites or
monuments with a designated zone of notification. In addition, no RMP files exist within the
study area. A number of small homes/cottages
likely housed the workers of the mills and oil
works in the 19th and 20th centuries. These are
present within Griffith’s Valuation of the area in
1868 (pictured above). The cottages are listed as
being owned by Jonathan Pim, Esq, owner of
the milling complex. These homes do not appear to be extant within the study area in the
present day. The cottages may still be present as
subsurface foundation layers and may be uncovered during works. Additionally, the same
could be said for the foundations of the oil
works prior to its demolition in the 20th century. A large sub-rectangular warehouse
occupied the north-central portion of the study
area during this period. The lack of occupation
within the northern section of the study area,
where the orchard once existed, has demonstrated no evidence for any subsurface remains.

City Archaeologist Report
The City Archaeologists Office assessed the archaeological impact of the proposals at the
pre-planning stage (City Archaeologists Report
21/12/2021, ref. ABPSHDPAC0023/21). This
notes that the study area sits adjacent to a zone
of notification for the mill pond of the Greenmount & Boyne Weaving Manufactory. An
analysis of the proposed development outline,
however, demonstrates that the study area is
situated a substantial distance from the zone of
notification for that feature. Additionally, it was
also mentioned that the site is situated close to
the Dublin City Zone of Archaeological Potential. This is of particular note as the zone
appears to follow the River Poddle, which has
already been shown in this assessment to play a
substantial role in the industrial development of
Harold’s Cross.
It is the aim of the Dublin City Development
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Plan 2016-2022 to have regard for the city’s industrial heritage in the consideration of
proposed developments. The location of the
site adjacent to two zones of notification implies that strict care must be taken during works
in order to best preserve, either in situ or by record, any subsurface archaeological remains.
The evidence, as shown throughout this assessment, suggests that any industrial heritage that
existed within the study area has been demolished in the past century.
This assessment has clearly established that the
history of Harold’s Cross is defined by industrial developments that took place from the
beginning of the 18th century. It has also been
shown that the study area is situated in a region
of high concentration of industrial features,
despite none being extant today. The existence
of modern structures throughout the study area
reduces the likelihood of uncovering intact subsurface remains, due to the works carried out to
construct them. Despite this, a clearly laid out
plan for the preservation of any uncovered archaeological material should be implemented
during the proposed development.
The City Archaeologists Report concluded that
an Archaeological Assessment as defined in Section 3.6 of the Framework and Principles for

the protection of the archaeological heritage be
submitted with this application. This assessment
fulfills this role.

Archaeological impact
The archaeological impact of the proposed
works outlines any alterations that would be
made to extant and non-extant archaeological
features within a given area. The impact is determined through an analysis of the
archaeological, historical and cartographic evidence, explored earlier in this report. The
proposed development aims to demolish all extant structures within the study area. This
includes the modern apartment buildings in the
east and the commercial warehouse and yard in
the west. This assessment has demonstrated
that these are not of archaeological significance,
with all notified receptors existing at a subsurface level.
The impact plan shown above is based on the
combined evidence presented in this assessment. The zones depicted account for not only
the locations where the archaeological receptors
are expected to exist, but the significance of
those receptors on an individual basis and the
chance of survival based on the current land
use and previous development on the site. This

The study area in relation to the Dublin City Zone of Archaeological Potential, with location of test trenches outlined in
blue and numbered
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can be used to inform a mitigation strategy such
as where best to target test pits and trenches to
gain as much information about the underlying
stratigraphy as possible. The suggested test
trench locations should not be considered in
any way a finalised proposal.

trenches within the study area:

They are here presented to highlight areas of
focus for any eventual testing programme, targeting the areas where archaeology is most to be
uncovered beneath the surface and least likely to
have been previously disturbed.

2) In the southern portion of the study area, in
the area that once occupied a structure belonging to the oil works. The aim would be to
identify any subsurface industrial period remains
within the study area

The earliest structure, the warehouse (discussed
in section 4), dates to the first half of the 20th
century and has been used as a commercial
premises since. Its position in the vicinity of the
mill complex west of the study area suggests
the possibility of subsurface earlier structural
remains predating the warehouse. This is possibly suggested in the 6-inch ordnance survey
map, which depicts a number of buildings in
the area.

3) Within the green space that once occupied
the cherry orchard. The aim would be to examine the presence of pre-medieval occupation
layers or any activity belonging to the running
of the orchard.

The eastern portion of the study area is dominated by modern apartment buildings, which
likely eradicated any subsurface archaeological
features during their construction. The archaeological impact map heavily mimics the
archaeological receptors outlined above. The
impact in the area of the orchard is low, increasing to the west with the possible presence of
mill structures and cottages. A section in the
south of the study area may contain subsurface
foundation layers for the oil works, present in
the 25-inch ordnance survey map.

1) Beneath the demolished Morris-Commercial
warehouse in the west. The aim would be to examine any subsurface archaeological features
predating the construction of the property.

4) Two trenches at the western (4.1) and eastern
(4.2) townland/parish boundaries that run
through the study area. The aim would be to
explore the manner in which these boundaries
were physically evident. In addition, the eastern
test trench (4.2) would be situated in a manner
that incorporates AR2, which was partially
caused by the identification of a stone axehead
in the topographical files (1974:95).
All engineering bore-holes, trial pits and slit
trenches should be archaeologically monitored.
All recommendations are subject to approval
from Dublin City Council and the National
Monuments Service.

Mitigation measures
After a consideration of the results of this
desktop assessment, the following recommendations can be applied which would mitigate the
impact of the proposed development on underlying archaeological layers.
It is recommended that all works within the
study area should be subject to archaeological
monitoring. In addition, it would also be potentially beneficial to conduct a limited programme
of archaeological testing. Three zones within
the study area should be the focus of testing.
The following are recommendations for test
29
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